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THE “PRODIGAL” LOAD RETURNS 


[ 1934, fewer than five per cent of the street- 
tr 


ansit vehicles purchased were electrically 
powered; in 193s, seven per cent. In 1936, and again 
last year, the percentage jumped to 20. Smoothness 
In appearance, in operation; smoothness that at- 
tracts more customers and so earns greater profits for 
transit companies —is helping modern electric vehicles 
turn the trend in urban transportation back toward 


electricity. 


More than 2000 trolley coaches now in service in 43 


cities represent a power load—and a steady one 


in excess of 200,000,000 kilow att-hours a year. They 


have passed the stage of experimentation, and their 


ability to earn greater net has been proved time after 


time. They are attracting more and more power 
companies to the profitable task of encouraging thei 
use. Modern trolley cars, quiet and smooth enous! 
to astonish those who have ridden in only the olde 
models, have recently brought this type of vehic 
from the “endured” to the “endeared” class in urbal 
transit. 

General Electric’s work in assisting the developme" 
of these vehicles and promoting their use has ch 
tributed to this success. The tangible result 1s 
creased load for you, increased dependence on Yo"! 
service. Such load-building work comes to you! 
an “extra” benefit from your purchases of Gener 


Electric products. 
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Utilities Do Heroic Job Restoring 
Service to Storm-Stricken Areas 


Tropical hurricane which swept Atlantic coast from Long Island to 
New England left destruction and disruption of electric service — 
Crews sent from other companies to aid in re-establishing lines 


Herculean, and in scores of incidents 
heroic, efforts were displayed by public 
utility employees to reconstruct shat- 
tered distribution systems and restore 
electric service to stricken communities 
during the terrific tropical hurricane 
on September 21 which swept the At- 
lantic Coast from Long Island through 
New England. It was one of the finest 
displays of company loyalty and public 
service utility employees have shown in 
an emergency. 

As it moved northward, the hurricane 
reached a velocity of 90 miles an hour 
and struck with such force it felled 
trees, houses and utility lines. Huge 
waves, whipped by the high wind, swept 
over shorelines to wash away homes and 
inundate large areas. Falling trees 
knocked down power lines, throwing 
many communities into darkness. 


Rush line crews 


As the wind and water swept over the 
territory utility crews were quickly 
pressed into service to effect emergency 
utility service and bring relief. On Long 
Island shore resorts were left in sham- 
ble. The Glenwood Landing and 
Northport stations of Long Island Light- 
Ing Company were flooded, throwing 
auxiliary equipment out of service. 
Power from Rockaway and other stand- 
by plants was made available to the 
Communities as lines, torn down by 
falling trees and wind, were restored to 
Service. Montauk was an isolated island 


for a time, making it difficult to get 
service to the community. Edward F. 
Barrett, president, stated that equip- 
ment in the generating plants was 
quickly dried out and _ rehabilitated 
when the flood water receded. Cleanup 
work has already started, with service 
now available to all communities in the 
company’s territory. 

In New York City a huge wave of 
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RHODE ISLAND DAMAGE—When the storm hit Rhode Island utility lines were 
severely damaged by wind and falling trees. 


wind-whipped water struck with un- 
usual suddenness the Hell Gate gen- 
erating station of Consolidated Edison 
and the Port Morris generating station 
of New York Central Railroad, oper- 
ated by the utility, flooding auxiliary 
equipment and forcing the shutdown of 
generators because of lack of steam. 
The loss of these two stations threw 
sections of Manhattan, the Bronx and 
Westchester into darkness. Power was 
brought from Niagara Hudson Power 
through the interconnection with New 
York Power & Light. Load was sup- 


plied from other stations of the system 
until Hell Gate could be placed in 
service. 

The unusualness of the tide is seen 
in the records of 113 years that normal 
tide is about 6 feet, the previous high 
was 10.6 feet above mean water level 








Lines of the Woonsocket division of 


Blackstone Valley Gas & Electric show the effects of the storm 
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BURNED OUT—Truck type switches used to control auxiliary motors short-circuited 
by the tidewater which backed into the Hell Gate station of New York Consolidated 
Edison, causing stoppage of the auxiliary equipment 


and the September 21 level reached 
14.71 feet. 

Vice-President A. H. Kehoe said that 
water was 4 feet above the dock along 
the river. So rapidly did crews work 
in restoring service that the outage in 
the Harlem area was only 41 minutes, 
while in other sections the outage was 
only from one to three hours. It was 
emphasized that there was no unusual 
trouble in successfully starting up at 
one time the underground a.c. network. 

Consolidated Edison went to the as- 
sistance of New Haven, Conn., by send- 
ing four trucks and four crews of seven 
men each to assist in restoring service 
there. President Ralph H. Tapscott 
said that there was no damage to elec- 
trical equipment in the stations and 
that lines torn down by falling trees 
were being quickly repaired. He was 
high in his praise for the splendid loy- 
alty and work of employees restoring 
service. 


Power from Niagara 


Atlantic City Electric reported prac- 
tically no damage. Niagara Hudson 
Power territory missed the storm, but 
came to the assistance of Consolidated 
Edison with 200,000 kw. peak on the 
night of September 21, with 150,000 kw. 
en the following day and during the 
next day 120,000 kw. of power was 
going over the line. Before the storm 
hit Wednesday 50,000 kw. was being 
sent into Consolidated Edison system. 

Public Service Electric & Gas Com- 
pany, Newark, N. J., reports that dam- 
ige to its system resulting from the 
storm was confined entirely to distribu- 
tion circuits, with 51 distribution cir- 
cuits and 158 street lighting circuits 
iffected throughout its state-wide sys- 
tem. The greatest part of the damage 
was done by falling trees, with Essex, 
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Central and Bergen divisions in the 
northern part of the state being the 
hardest hit. 

Associated Gas & Electric System 
reported heavy damage in New Bedford 
and Cape Cod regions. The Cape was 
badly hit by the storm with practically 
everything down. At New Bedford 
water got into the air ducts and cooling 
system as the wind-whipped tide and 
backwash sent water 7 feet above nor- 
mal. Emergency equipment had to be 
pressed into service. The business sec- 
tion was without service for only six 
hours because the system is under- 
ground. Service in New Bedford and 
the Cape has been restored to about 
75 per cent of normal. They now have 
emergency and regular high lines in 
service. 

Staten Island and Jersey Central 
Power & Light, missed by most of the 
force of the hurricane, sent trucks, crews 
and supplies to Patchogue on Long 
Island and to New Bedford, Mass., to 
restore service. It was said that between 
200 and 300 men were sent into the 
stricken areas from other parts of the 
system. 


Long Island resorts hit 


Associated Gas & Electric reported 
that Patchogue was hard hit, as well as 
Moriches and West Hampton on Long 
Island. Service is now available to 90 
per cent of the customers; the re- 
mainder is a case of finding the cus- 
tomers whose houses and cottages were 
swept away. 

The upper Connecticut and Merri- 
mack valleys and other parts of New 
England suffered from the storm. It 
was only through the precautions taken 
to seal stations against high water after 
the 1936 flood that many power stations 
were kept in service. Transmission 





lines were hard hit by wind and falling 
trees and distribution circuits in many 
localities were terribly crippled. 

Boston Edison generating plants es. 
caped injury. Hartford Electric Light's 
“flood-conditioned” South Meadow sta. 
tion was intact at all times. Connecti- 
cut Light & Power Company’s generat. 
ing plants, transmission lines and sub. 
stations were little damaged with the 
exception of minor line failures and a 
few small hydro outages. Narragan- 
sett’s South Street station in Providence 
was out of service for about three days 
as a result of the tidal wave which 
wreaked disaster in that city, and the 
Montaup station near Fall River, Mass., 
was hit by high water. Springfield and 
Cabot stations of the Western Massachu- 
setts system came through finely. Local 
steam planfs like Webster Street in 
Worcester; Uxbridge, Mass.; Manches- 
ter, N. H., and elsewhere rendered yeo- 
man service in the crisis. New Bed- 
ford Edison’s steam plant was flooded, 
cutting off Cape Cod except in the 
Provincetown area, where the local util- 
ity’s Diesel plant functioned after a 
short interruption. 


Recruits Men, Trucks 


Mobilization of industry forces con- 
tributed to the rapid restoration of 
transmission lines and distribution cir- 
cuits all over the region. Boston Edison 
lost 50 per cent of its load in three 
hours. More than 1,500 men and 150 
trucks, some recruited from New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, were thrown into 
the breach and 24 hours after the hurri- 
cane hit about 50 per cent of the com- 
pany’s 420,000 customers were receiving 
service. To aid in the restoration of 
services under the direction of field 
forces 250 workers, comprising meter 
readers, engineers, salesmen, draughts- 
men and collectors, were sent into the 
territory. On Sunday about 100 experi- 
enced linemen from Newark, Phila- 
delphia and Camden were called to the 
Boston job to supplement existing man- 
power. 

New England Power Association dis- 
patching station at Millbury, normally 
routing 200,000 kw. through incoming 
and outgoing transmission lines, lost 
virtually all of these the first night with 
regard to 66-kv. and 110-kv. facilities, 
but restoration rapidly followed. Some 
half dozen spans of one of the 110-kv. 
Pratt’s Junction-Millbury steel tower 
circuits were destroyed by the hurtl 
cane. Providence had about 10 feet of 
water in South Street station. Intercon- 
nections were made with the parent New 
England system. Six crews from Du- 
quesne Light, Pittsburgh, were rushed 
to the city to aid forces on hand. 

Western Connecticut escaped major 
damage, as did Maine. Vermont was 
hit around Rutland. Rhode Island was 
hard hit. 
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Memphis Rejects Offer of Utility 


for Sale of Electric Properties 


City holds $16,401,419 offer is totally unacceptable and counters with 
price of $13,000,000 — Sawyer remains in city to await possible 
reopening of negotiations — City asks bids on $1,000,000 bond issue 


Efforts to conciliate the differences 
of bid and asked price for the electric 
facilities of Memphis Power & Light 
Company went forward this week fol- 
lowing the breakdown of negotiations 
between the utility and the city which 
had been under way for some time. 

The Light and Water Board rejected 
as “totally unacceptable” the offer of 
National Power & Light to sell its 
Memphis properties for $16,401,419, 
and countered with an offer of $13,000,- 
000, which was promptly rejected by 
the utility. 


Sawyer in Memphis 


Paul B. Sawyer, president of Na- 
tional Power & Light, remained in 
Memphis this week conferring with 
Memphis Power & Light officials and 
to be on hand should the city wish to 
reopen negotiations. Mr. Sawyer 
stated that the city’s offer was so un- 
acceptable “that he would nut so much 
as submit it to his stockholders.” 

As negotiations were temporarily 
suspended the city went ahead to con- 
struct a competing municipal system 
by asking bids to be submitted October 
18 for $1,000,000 of electric plant 
bonds. Bidders were asked to name 
the rate of interest for the serial bonds, 
which will be a general liability of the 
city with the earnings of the power 
system as further backing. 


National Power & Light recently 
sold its properties in Knoxville to the 
city and the TVA and had reopened 
negotiations with Memphis for the sale 
of its facilities. 


Price under rate base 


W. J. O’Brien, president of Memphis 
Power & Light, said that the $16,401,- 
419 sales price was $2,000,000 lower 
than the rate base recognized by the 
Tennessee Railroad and Utility Com- 
mission and did not include working 
capital, supplies and the transmission 
lines from South Memphis substation 
to the Arkansas and Mississippi state 
lines valued at $1,000,000. The city’s 
offer of $13,000,000 was therefore 
$4,401,419 less than the price set by 
the utility. 

There have been some discussions 
regarding the purchase of the gas 
facilities by the city by those who be- 
lieve that if the city is to go into the 
utility business it should operate both 
gas and electric service. The gas 
facilities have a rate base of around 
$7,800,000. The utility feels that the 
city should purchase all of its electric 
facilities and not confine the purchase 
to the distribution system, leaving out 
of the offer the generating plants and 
transmission lines. Memphis has con- 
tracted to distribute TVA power. 

National Power & Light Company is 





LETS CONTRACTS- John J. Haley, president of Central New York Power, addressing 
swego civic leaders recently when he announced the letting of contracts for the 
$9,500,000 steam electric plant. L. to r—Mayor Willard J. Hall, Rev. T. F. Howard, 
Mr, Haley, Rep. Francis D. Culkin, Charles W. Lindsey, chairman of the Water 
Service Commission; Ray W. Porter, vice-president, and Henry J. McCormick, of 
Central New York Power, and Homan F. Hallock, Diamond Match Company 
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preparing to call a meeting of that com- 
pany’s common-stock holders to vote 
on the sale of the Memphis properties 
to the city of Memphis. 

Mr. Sawyer indicated that the com- 
pany might remain in Memphis to com- 
pete with the city. In a statement this 
week he said: 

In my opinion, I have never taken an 
unreasonable position for the investors in 
this company. The investors in Memphis 
Power & Light Company feel that they 
should be allowed to stay in business in 
Memphis. If you were being driven out 
of a town that you liked, and where you 
had helped to build up an electric, gas and 
transportation business by many years’ ef- 
fort—if you were being squeezed out of 
that portion of your business, namely, elec- 
tric, which had come to yield a fair return, 
and in which you had invested about $19,- 
000,000, wouldn’t you stick as long as you 
can, and move out as slowly as you could, 
under these circumstances? 


Utility Safety Award 
Goes to Ohio Edison 


Ohio Edison Company has won the 
National Safety Council contest for the 
second consecutive year. In competi- 
tion with twenty-three other electric 
utilities with a thousand or more em- 
ployees, Ohio Edison was announced 
the winner in the National Utilities 
Safety Contest with 5,000,424 man- 
hours worked during the year ended 
June 30, 1938, and only fifteen lost- 
time accidents. This represented a 
frequency rate of three accidents for 
every million man-hours of work. 

Second place in the contest went to 
Atlantic City Electric Company of New 
Jersey. The race during the entire 
year was very close between these two 
leading contenders, indicating the tre- 
mendous efforts made to reduce the 
number of accidents in utility com- 
panies. 

Ohio Edison has shown a continued 
reduction in lost-time accidents since 
1928, indicating that every employee 
has taken an active interest to estab- 
lish a safety record. The company 
will be represented at the National 
Safety Congress to be held in Chicago 
during the week of October 10. 


Ask Price on Properties 
City Council of Mayfield, Ky., by 


resolution has asked the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Light & Power Company to 
set a price that the city may consider 
purchase of the utility company’s prop- 
erties in Mayfield. The utility com- 
pany bought the city water and light 
plant thirteen years ago at a cost of 
approximately $625,000. 
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Validity of TVA Act Attacked 
by Utilities in Supreme Court 


Tennessee Electric Power and fifteen other companies file joint attack 
— Competitive power program assailed — Action first direct high 
court test of constitutionality of TVA act 


Tennessee Electric Power Company 
and fifteen other utility companies have 
filed with the U. S. Supreme Court a 
joint brief assailing the right of the 
federal government to engage in the 
generation and sale of electric power in 
competition with private industry and 
charging the government with misrep- 
resenting the intent and purpose of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority Act. This 
action sets the stage for the first direct 
test before the high court of the con- 
stitutionality of the TVA’s competitive 
power program. 

The companies maintained that “it is 
plain on the face of the act” that power 
development is an independent, if not 
the primary, purpose of the TVA leg- 
islation, and that the government is at- 
tempting to promote “the unconstitu- 
tional objective of a power develop- 
ment in the guise of exercising a con- 
stitutional power.” 

The court will be asked to pass upon 
two questions—whether the electricity 
being generated by the TVA is pro- 
duced under constitutional authority 
and whether the method of distribution 
used by the TVA is a constitutional ex- 
ercise of the power to dispose of 
property. 

The brief stated: “No realistic 
reading of the TVA act, no realistic ex- 
amination of the TVA unified plan, can 


result in any other conclusion than that 
the deliberate and purposeful creation 
of a great power project is the primary 
end and purpose sought to be 
achieved.” 

If it is permissible for the govern- 
ment to hinge an unlawful activity 
upon a lawful one,” the brief stated, 
“the federal power may be indefinitely 
extended by a chain of progressive in- 
ferences which have lost all relation 
to the principal fact . . . with conse- 
quent destruction of all constitutional 
limitations.” 

The utilities asked the court to over- 
rule the ruling of the U. S. Court for 
the Eastern District of Tennessee, 
which denied a petition of the utilities 
to enjoin the TVA and clarify the prin- 
ciple that the federal government “can- 
not escape constitutional limitations by 
yoking together an _ unconstitutional 
structure or objective with a constitu- 
tional structure or objective.” 

Companies joining in the utility brief 
were: 

Tennessee Power & Light Company, 
Franklin Power & Light Company, Mem- 
phis Power & Light Company, Southern 
Tennessee Power Company, Birmingham 
Electric Company, Mississippi Power Com- 
pany, Appalachian Electric Power Com- 
pany, Carolina Power & Light Company, 
Alabama Power Company, Kentucky & 
West Virginia Power Company, Inc., Kings- 
port Utilities Inc., Kentucky-Tennessee 


ADEQUATE WIRING MEETING—(Left to right) J. E. Hammond, G. E. Zelhart, 
both of San Joaquin Power; K. R. Hampton, Valley Electrical Supply; E. G. Stahl, 
P. B. Wilson and E. P. Smith, all of San Joaquin Power; H. H. Courtright, president 
Valley Electrical Supply; J. R. Lazarus, representing Pacific Coast Electrical Bureau 


6 (942) 


Light & Power Company, West Tennessee 
Power & Light Company, Mississippi Power 
& Light Company, East Tennessee Power 
& Light Company and the Tennessee East- 
ern Electric Company. 


San Joaquin Power 


Talks About Wiring 


More than 140 dealers, wiremen, 
manufacturers’ representatives and 
members of the sales and merchandis- 
ing departments of the San Joaquin 
Light & Power Corporation met in 
Fresno at a dinner meeting last week 
to hear a discussion on adequate wir- 
ing and what it means to the electrical 


_ industry. 


Following an address of welcome by 
District Manager Paul B. Wilson of the 
utility, the program was turned over 
to E. G. Stahl, general sales manager, 
who introduced Kenneth E. Hampton, 
manager of heavy duty wiring for the 
Valley Electrical Supply Company. Mr. 
Hampton called attention to the rapidly 
changing phases in the industry, from 
an accepted adequacy of 1,900 watts 
for a seven-room home in 1924 to 5,400 
watts in 1937. 

George E. Zelhart, of the utility's 
general sales department, showed nine 
advertising pieces prepared by the 
Adequate Wiring Bureau which are 
being supplied to dealer and contrac- 
tors by the sales department of the 
power company. J. E. Hammond, light- 
ing specialist for San Joaquin Power, 
forecast the same success for adequate 
wiring as the Better Light-Better Sight 
campaign met with. People will not 
remain satisfied with inadequate wiring 
when they become familiar with the 
advantages of modern wiring, he de- 
clared. 

The five-point plan of the sales de- 
partment, known as “Certified Serv- 
ice,” was illustrated by means of a 20- 
foot panel which has been used at 
various fairs throughout the territory. 
This plan features adequate wiring 
and includes modern lighting, a mod- 
ern kitchen, automatic hot water and 
air conditioning. 


Elephant Butte Project 


Recent inspection of the site and the 
estimating of equipment necessary for 
the construction plant marked the be- 
ginning of organization on the $1,500, 
000 Elephant Butte hydro-electric 
project in Sierra County, New Mexico. 
Three 9,000-kva. turbo-generators will 
be required and advertisements for 
bids for these are now being published, 
according to L. R. Fiock, Bureau of 
Reclamation superintendent of the Rio 
Grande project. 
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Greensburg Dedicates New System 
of Street Lighting at Celebration 


Pennsylvania community becomes the most completely lighted city 
of its size in world — Installation demonstrates what can be done to 
insure night safety — Five-year program completed in five months 


What a small community can do to 
give it a modern street lighting system 
to make for safety of pedestrians and 
vehicular traffic was demonstrated last 
Thursday when Greensburg, Pa., sit- 
uated in the foothills of the Allegha- 
nies, dedicated at elaborate ceremonies 
its new lighting system and became 
the most completely lighted city of its 
size in the world. 

The splendid job of this western 
Pennsylvania city of approximately 
16,000 population was the completion 
of a five-year new lighting program in 
less than five months, giving it more 
street illumination per capita than any 
other community, according to engi- 
neers of West Penn Power Company 
and Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company. 


Project in one step 


Although many larger cities have 
undertaken more extensive long-term 
programs, it was pointed out that 
Greensburg is the first to complete such 
a project in one step. The city at- 
tained its “best-lighted” title by in- 
stalling a comprehensive planned sys- 
tem of lighting not only on business 
streets but also on all traffic arteries 
as well as throughout the residential 
sections, even in all alleys. 

Installation of newly developed 
luminaires, utilizing indirectly reflected 
light from Mazda lamps, has increased 
the city’s candlepower from 231,250 
to 384.250, a gain of 57 per cent, with 


an increase in annual per capita cost 
from $1.30 to $1.95, less than 50 per 
cent. Lighting engineers declare that 
the efficiency of the street illumination 
was simultaneously stepped up better 
than 100 per cent because of the con- 
centration of light on the pavement, 
where it is needed, instead of “wasting 
it on the trees and second stories of 
homes and buildings.” 

Reversing the earlier concept of 
street illumination, Greensburg has 
used the method of “discernment of 
silhouette,” as R. J. Feightner, director 
of the Department of Public Safety, 
explains. In the reflectolux type of 
pendant luminaire used on the prin- 
cipal traffic arteries and business streets 
the light source or lamp has been 
lifted from the globe and _ shielded 
from the observer’s eye by an inverted 
reflector high above and extending over 
the pavement. A supplementary system 
of reflectors inside the globe prevents 
light rays from splashing over onto the 
upper portions of buildings, eliminating 
glare. 


Traffic cross-roads 


Because seven national and _ state 
highways bisect the city traffic is heavy. 
On a busy week-end between 8,000 and 
15,000 automobiles pass’ through 
Greensburg every ten hours on the 
Lincoln Highway alone. This heavy 
traffic presented a problem to the city, 
so after an exhaustive survey the City 
Council adopted a five-year program 


last November 4, but at a special ses- 
sion on November 22 it was decided to 
do the entire job in one year. Harry 
N. Yont, Greensburg’s only mayor 
since it was incorporated as a third 
class city nineteen years ago, is well 
pleased with the system and declared 
that at night on the principal streets 
a motorist can see a cat crossing the 
road at least three blocks ahead of 
him without using headlights. 

Since the new system was opened the 
number of accidents has dropped 
sharply and night-time stickups elimi- 
nated, commented Police Chief George 
Westover. The city is zoned into seven 
lighting categories of primary and sec- 
ondary traffic arteries providing for 
special lighting treatment. The eight- 
light corner treatment of principal in- 
tersections produces night light 100 
times greater than the intensity of full 
moonlight. Illumination throughout the 
city is graduated from this maximum 
to shaded residential districts to be- 
tween ten and twenty times moonlight 
intensity. 

Greensburg was the first community 
to have an electric plant using the 
Westinghouse alternating-current sys- 
tem back in 1887. 


Gets Stay in Seaford Case 


A dispute between the Borough of 
Seaford, Del., and the Eastern Shore 
Public Service Company, which sup- 
plies the town with electric power, is 
headed toward the U. S. Supreme 
Court. Former Senator Daniel O. Hast- 
ings, counsel for the utility, asked the 
state Supreme Court to stay an opinion 
directing the company to remove its 
equipment pending an appcal to the 
U. S. Supreme Court. The court 
granted the petition. The borough 
wants to operate a municipal power 
plant. 





STREET LIGHTING—Before ( left) and after views of Pennsylvania Avenue, looking south in Greensburg. The old standards had 
60-ep, and 1,000-cp. lamps at intersection with mountings 18 ft. high and spaced 100 ft. opposite. The new system has 500-cp. 
with same spacing but 22 ft. mountings 
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problem of getting along with the 
people. Its representatives, from the 
manager down, every employee js 
either a walking “good-will agent” or a 
public detractor from the reputation of 
the company. “With the co-operation 
of the working personnel and _ the 
proper training and selection of indi- 
viduals for the particular job,” Mr, 
Niles said, “much can be done to win 
and keep public friendship.” 

It was the opinion of Mr. Niles 
that many “irritant” problems could 
be solved by adequate publicity. He 
said that the public is more consider. 
ate when it knows all the facts. “In 
building public friendship through a 
sound program of public relations,” 
Mr. Niles declared, “it is essential for 
every company to bear in mind the 

a ey thought that the check book affords no 
RURAL ELECTRIFICATION—Farm power specialists at the Boston meeting. L.to r.,  SUPstitute for personal effort on the 
front row—F. L. Rimbach, New England Power; W. T. Ackerman, University of New part of the management. 
Hampshire; H. N. Stapleton, University of Vermont; J. H. Bodwell, Public Service of & 
New Hampshire. Rear row—F. M. Wigsten, Central Hudson Gas & Electric; Dr. E. A. 
White, director of Committee on Relation of Electricity to Agriculture; M. H. Lloyd, TVA Awards Seven 
Niagara, Lockport & Ontario Power; George W. Kable, “Electricity on the Farm,” 


and Neal D. Herrick, Boston Edison Company Equipment Contracts 


- oa cm ' Tennessee Valley Authority has an- 

1 the past year and 100 milk coolers in nounced the award of seven contracts 

A.S.A.E. Discusses the last three months, taking the lat- for equipment valued at more than 
Farm Electrification ter directly to prospects by truck, Mr. $350,000. 


Bodwell said. Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Profitable markets for electrical F. L. Rimbach, New England Power Dock Company, Newport News, Va., 


service are rapidly coming into the Association, outlined the scope of the has contracted to supply one 80,000-hp. 
rural picture, according to the North farm service market, urging co-opera- hydraulic turbine for $268,830. This 
Atlantic section of the American So- tion with 4H clubs, extension services unit will be installed in the Authority’s 
ciety of Agricultural Engineers, which and other agencies to multiply the value Hiwassee power plant. The governing 
featured rural electrification at two of of industry sales efforts. system for the Hiwassee power plant 


the sessions of its convention in Boston » will be furnished by the Woodward 
last week. - sii Governor Company, Rockford, IIl., for 

Gratifying results of systematic cul- Niles Urges Utilities $26,240. 
tivation of the rural load were re- e , General Electric Company has con- 
counted by M. H. Lloyd, Niagara, to Give Public Facets tracted to furnish the step-down trans- 
Lockport & Ontario Power Company, 
who pointed out that 76.5 per cent of The development of personnel poli- 
the farms in the territory now have cies designed to make the organiza- 
service available, that 1,773 miles of tion a cohesive, co-operative and efh- 
rural lines have been built since 1931 cient group working for the best in- 
and 8,013 applications for service re- terest of the company and its customers 
ceived on these extensions—an average is the number one job of the utilities, 
of 4.5 per mile. in the opinion of Philip B. Niles, ad- 

On this system, Mr. Lloyd said, the vertising manager of American Water 
energy consumption per rural customer Works & Electric Company, Inc. 
rose in seven years from about 700 Speaking at the fall meeting of the 
kw.-hr. to 1,000 kw.-hr., on an annual New York section of the American 
basis; the number of farm customers Water Works Association last week in 
increased from 9,000 to 17,000, and Poughkeepsie, Mr. Niles stated that 
the average price paid for electricity such matters as working conditions, 
fell from 6.25 to 4 cents per kw.-hr. group and accident insurance, safety te 

J. H. Bodwell, Public Service of work, recreational facilities and the at- New York P.S.C. Announces 
New Hampshire, who spoke on selling titude of the supervisory staff to the Electric Franchise Rulings 
rural appliances, called attention to the rank and file employees are matters 


value of training regular domestic that could well be explored by man- The New York Public Service Com- 
salesmen under New Hampshire con- agements desirous of strengthening the mission has announced the following 
ditions and cited the benefits of the morale and friendship power of the decisions regarding franchises: 

specially equipped trailer which his operating personnel. Central Hudson Gas & Electric Cor- 
company has used for many months to Discussing public relations from the poration has been authorized to exer 
demonstrate farm service equipment. standpoint of privately owned com- cise electric franchises granted by the 


More than 1,000 water warmers for panies, Mr. Niles pointed out that towns of Red Hook and Rochester. 
poultry houses have been sold during every utility is faced with the same 


formers, with auxiliary parts, for the 
authority’s Guntersville switchyard for 
$45,181. 

Contracts for filter equipment for 
the waterworks filtration plant which 
is being adjusted as a part of the 
authority’s backwater protection work 
at Guntersville, Ala., were let to In- 
ternational Filter Company, Chicago, 
Ill., $7,112; Municipal Service Com- 
pany, Kansas City, Mo., $1,165; Nor- 
wood Engineering Company, Florence, 
Mass., $900, and E. W. Bacharach & 
Company, Kansas City, Mo., $760. 


Petition of the company requesting 4? 
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proval of exercise of franchises in Cairo, 
East Fishkill, Pine Plains, Stanford 
and Rosendale was denied. 

New York State Electric & Gas Cor- 
poration has been authorized to exercise 
electric franchise granted by the village 
of Cooperstown. Request for rehear- 
ings in proceedings in which approval 
was asked for new electric franchises 
in Livingston and Steuben counties was 
denied. 


State Senate Passes 
New Regulatory Bill 


A measure which would give the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis- 
sion the authority to regulate and con- 
trol mergers of all utility companies 
involving book value of more than 
$50,000 was recently passed by the 
Senate and is now in the hands of 
Governor Earle for approval. The bill 
would authorize the commission to reg- 
ulate the issuance of utility securities, 
contracts between affiliated companies, 
and establish the commission’s right 
to assess utilities for costs of regula- 
tion. 

Major amendments proposed in the 
new act would supplant sections of 
the old act, either declared unconsti- 
tutional by the state superior or su- 
preme courts, or whose validity has 
been questioned in appellate court 
decisions. Most important of the 
amendments are the sections giving the 
commission control over the mergers 
of the utilities and transfer of prop- 
erty or contracts between affiliates. 

Another bill introduced in the Penn- 
sylvania House would require the re- 
moval of all overhead wires and poles 
along public highways and in the 
vicinity of aviation fields within ten 
years. The measure is an amendment 
to the Public Utility Law and _ pro- 
vides that the Public Utility Commis- 
sion may prohibit further erection of 
werhead wires by any public utility 
company. 


Emphasizes Utility Service 


The diversity, extent and value of 
the service provided by the Public 
sevice Company of Illinois is brought 
ut in a company pamphlet entitled 
‘Ready for Tomorrow.” Distributed to 
major customers, officers of the muni- 
tpalities served, employees of the 
‘mpany and others, the pamphle 
hints out how the utility serves today 
aid is ready to meet the demands of 
lomorrow. In an area of 6,000 square 
niles adjacent to Chicago the utility 
“tves a population of 1,100,000 in 347 
‘mmunities, 266,000 homes, 12,000 in- 
dustries and 16,000 farms. 
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Washington Water Power Moving 
Ahead to Increase Electric Use 


See lots of business in territory where government is constructing 
huge hydro-electric experiment — Pushing load-building campaign to 
stimulate use of electricity by selling low-price appliances 


Out in the Pacific Northwest, where 
the government is trying one of its 
huge hydro-electric experiments which 
will have far-reaching effect on private 
utility operations, Washington Water 
Power Company is moving ahead with 
its program of expanding facilities and 
furthering the use of electricity to 
make industrial operations and home 
tasks easier. 

As an example of its fine work 
in load building the company staged 
an appliance sales drive as a greet- 
ing to Kinsey Robinson, new president. 
During the recent thirty-day campaign 
the company and its dealers sold 
$52,500 of electric ranges, water heat- 
ers and commercial appliances. Lewis 
A. Lewis, sales manager, declared that 
219 electric ranges, 192 water heaters 
and 40 commercial cooking appliances 
were sold. 


Sees good business 


Believing that there is lots of busi- 
ness in Spokane and surrounding terri- 
tory, as indicated by the successful 
sales drive, Mr. Lewis is pushing ahead 
with his plans to give every home and 
industry the benefits of electricity 
through full use of appliances. 

After a successful season of lighting 
promotion during the first three months 
this year the company is ready to start 
on its fall drive. During the campaign 
the major portion of the time of the 
residential salesmen and home service 
advisers will be devoted to the sale 
of I.E.S. lamps. 

Sales activity of the utility is a con- 
tinuous process. At present the drive 
on electric cooking and automatic elec- 
tric water heating is drawing to a close. 
Results have been good. J. E. E. 
Royer, vice-president and general man- 
ager, declared that “we are of the 
opinion that these services must be 
continually promoted by us_ because 
they are highly competitive and with- 
out our leadership they suffer greatly 
from other forms of competition.” 

He said that the company promotes 
monthly the various table cookery serv- 
ices and offers from time to time spe- 
cial buying terms for certain items. 
“We believe these services require our 
promotion because they have high serv- 
ice value, low customer investment and 
high new revenue,” he said. “There 
will be a continuous drive in promot- 


ing greater use of electricity among 
our so-called low-use customers.” The 
items pushed include low-priced I.E.S. 
lamps, electric roasters and low-priced 
table cookery appliances. 

This year the company is working on 
a $1,159,100 construction budget, as 
against one of $2,162,846 last year. 
The lead item is $477,500 for general 
additions and betterments to serve old 
and new customers. It is this item 
which the company follows closely as 
indicating its constant vigilance to give 
its customers the best service possible. 

Careful consideration is now being 
given as to what the company plans 
to do next year in all its activities. 
One thing is certain, the company will 
place high on the importance list ex- 
tension of customer service and appli- 
ance sales activities. 


Wisconsin City Files Plea 
With FPC for Power Plant 


The city of Kaukauna, Wis., has 
filed with the Federal Power Commis- 
sion its application for license for the 
construction of a new project, consisting 
of a power canal diverting water from 
the north channel of the Fox River, a 
conduit diverting water from the south 
channel of the Fox River into the canal 
and a power plant having initial in- 
stallation of 3,700 hp. and ultimate in- 
stallation of about 9,000 hp., all to be 
located within the city. 

Energy generated will be used for 
general distribution to customers of 
the city’s municipal utility. Cost of the 
proposed construction, if the entire 
plant is fully developed, is estimated 
at $408,997, which, added to the cost 
of the site, would make a total cost of 
$474,518. The city has applied to PWA 
for a grant of $132,130 for the build- 
ing of the power plant, machinery and 
electric equipment. 


* 
Will Hold Rural Election 


An election will be held in Paris, 
Tenn., October 5 to decide on the 
issuance of $222,000 in revenue bonds 
to match federal funds for construc- 
tion of a $599,000 rural electrification 
system in Henry County. Application 
for federal aid from PWA has been 
approved by district officers. 
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Hidden Subsidies 
Discussed by Morgan 


Paternalism in national government 
is creating a situation where those in 
control “can exercise tremendous and 
unwholesome power” by the giving or 
withholding of subsidies and services, 
Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, who was recently 
ousted as chairman of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, told members of the 
Controllers Institute of America at its 
annual meeting this week at the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria, New York. 

Dr. Morgan emphasized the need for 
“development of effective economic cal- 
culation, especially the accurate, repre- 
sentative and open recording of costs.” 

“In the development of hydro-electric 
power,” he said, “where capital invest- 
ment is by far the larger part of the 
total cost, the elimination of every part 
of the cost of the dam or reservoir from 
the recorded cost of hydro-electric 
power often would constitute so great 
a subsidy to public power as largely to 
destroy any real comparison with the 
cost of private power. 

“It would go far to destroy any possi- 
bility of private competition, no matter 
how efficient and economical the private 
administration might be, and at the same 
time would leave a margin of appar- 
ently low costs which would encourage 
lax and wasteful operation. In the 
Tennessee Valley Authority that issue 
was sharply raised. 

“As with the TVA, so with our other 
great public power projects; treatment 
of power as a by-product, with no charge 
against it for the common costs of the 
projects, is in effect a hidden subsidy 
from general public funds. . . . If public 
business is fully to serve the public wel- 
fare, then incentives and disciplines 
must be found comparable to those of 
competitive business.” 


New England Contractors 
Promote Adequate Wiring 


Rapid growth of interest among 
electrical contractors in Massachusetts 
in adequate wiring promotion was indi- 
cated at a meeting held recently at the 
Hotel Bradford, Boston, under the 
auspices of the Massachusetts State 
Association of Master Electricians. 

Approximately 200 industry repre- 
sentatives, among them 70 electrical 
contractors, heard a presentation of 
the National Adequate Wiring Program 
by Andrew C. Tait, field representative 
of the National Bureau. 

Among the speakers were Julius 
Daniels, sales manager Boston Edison 
Company; George B. Lydstone, inspec- 
tor, Everett, and past-president of the 
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eastern section, I.A.E.I.; Claude G. 
Matthews, district manager Graybar 
Electric Company; Edward Rigby, 
district sales manager the Wiremold 
Company and chairman of the Boston 
Adequate Wiring Committee, and F. A. 
Parnell, General Electric Company, 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Westinghouse Gives Bonus 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company has declared a bonus 
of 1 per cent for September for its 
wage and salary employees. The bonus 
is the same as was paid in August 
under its profit-sharing plan. Payment 
is based on net income for three pre- 
ceding months. 


eelings 


International Association of Electrical In- 
spectors—Northwestern _ section. Hotel 
Spokane, Spokane, Wash., October 3-5, 
F. D. Weber, secretary, P. O. Box 70 
Portland, Ore. Southwestern _ section, 
Hotel Lafayette, ag Beach, Calif., 
October 10-12. erber, secretary, 
205 City Hall, San Francisco, Calif. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association — Electric 
section, commercial and technical divi- 
sions, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, Wis., 
October 24-25. A. F. Herwig, executive 


ees: Brurder Bldg., Milwaukee, 
“a 
American Transit Association — Annual 


meeting, Toronto, Canada, October 3-6, 
Charles Gordon, managing director, 292 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y 


Edison Electric Institute—Electrical equip- 
ment committee, Chamberlain Hotel, Old 
Point Comfort, Va., October 10—11; trans- 
mission and_ distribution committee, 
Chamberlain Hotel, Old Point Comfort, 
October 11-12, Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Avenue, 
New York, a 


National Safety Congress — Silver Jubilee, 


Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Ill., October 
10—14 
Electrochemical Society — Fall meeting, 


Hotel Seneca, Rochester, N. Y., October 
12-15. Dr. Colin G. Fink, Secretary, 
Columbia University, New York, Mo es 

Western Society of Engineers—Joint meet- 
ing with A.S.M.E. and A.I.M.&M.E., 
Palmer House, Chicago, IIll., October 13— 
15. 

American Welding Society—Annual meet- 
ing, Book-Cadillac Hotel, Detroit, Mich., 
October 16-21. 

National Electrical Wholesalers Associa- 
tion — Semi-annual convention, Drake 
Hotel, Chicago, Ill., October 18-21. E. 
Donald ‘Tolles, managing director, 165 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion — Annual meeting, Palmer House, 
Chicago, Ill, October 2428. W. J. 
Donald, managiny director, 155 East 44th 
St., New York, 


National Association of Railroad and Utili- 
ties Commissioners—Annual meeting, New 
Orleans, La., November 16-18. Clyde S. 
Bailey, secretary, Earle Bldg., 13th and 
E Street, Washington, D. C. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Annual meeting, southern district, 
Miami, Fla., November 28-30. H. H. 
Henline, national secretary, 33 West 39th 
Street, New York, N. Y. 








Prompt Certificate 
for Tractable Co-op 


Fifteen days after filing an applica- 
tion, the Craig-Botetourt Power (Co. 
operative of Virginia received a cer. 
tificate from the state of West Virginia, 
The action with respect to the Virginia 
association, which wants to build 28 
miles of power line for 100 Monroe 
County consumers, was in contrast to 
the lengthy controversy which went on 
between the Public Service Commis. 
sion and two West Virginia co-opera- 
tives. 

For more than a year the commission 
has held that co-operatives financed 
by REA should be under state regula. 
tion just as the utilities are. The 
Craig-Botetourt Association frankly 
stated at the hearing that it was a 
public utility and was applying for a 
permit to operate. 

The Harrison County Rural Elev 
trification Association now has its cer. 
tificate, along with a peace agreement 


’ with the Monongahela West Penn Pub- 


lic Service Company. The Hardy 

Power and Light Association decided 

a few weeks ago to ask for a certificate. 
e 


Wisconsin I.B.E.W. 
Condemns Wages on REA 


The Wisconsin Conference of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, meeting in Sheboygan last 
week in conjunction with the Wiscon- 
sin Federation of Labor convention, 
passed a resolution condemning low 
wages paid on REA projects. 

It was charged that the REA is un- 
fair to private utilities because only two 
men are employed for maintenance for 
each 500 miles of REA line, whereas 
private utilities employ 30. 

Speakers at the meeting included 
John Lucas, vice-president of the Mil- 
waukee Electric Railway & Light Com- 
pany, who solicited the support of the 
organization in “getting the truth be- 
fore the public concerning the utilities.” 


e 
Holds Up Rate Schedule 


A proposed daily off-peak rate, which 
the Niagara, Lockport & Ontario Power 
Company filed to become effective in its 
Avon district, has been suspended by 
the New York Public Service Commis- 
sion and a hearing on the proposal will 
be held in Buffalo on October: 14. 


Hygrade Adds 109 to Staff 


In the last few weeks 109 employees 
have been taken on by the Hygrade 
Sylvania Corporation in its two plants 
at Salem, Mass. 
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Rural Customers of Power and Light Companie 


Can't Buy Fuses as Easily as Their City Cousins.. 


They need the 





® A blown fuse in the city is an incon- 
venience. On the farm, it is a near 
tragedy. At best, it means a trip to a 
neighbor, a long journey to town, a 
costly service trip for the power com- 
pany—and rural service calls are 
excessively expensive. Recommend 
the Square D Multi-breakeR to your 
rural customers. Keep their good will 
and lower your outage costs. 

The Square D Multi-breakeR elim- 
inates the need for fuses—substitutes 
a simple movement of a circuit breaker 








ee 


ULTI-BREAKE 





SQUARET)M 





SQUARE Tj) COMPANY 


DETROIT- MILWAUKEE-LOS ANGELES 


IN CHNROAR: SQUARE D COMPANY CANADA LIMITED, TORONTO, ONTARIO 


lever which restores current unless 
trouble still exists. It provides low cost 
circuit breaker protection—safe and 
tamper-proof. It can be installed for 
slightly more than conventional serv- 
ice entrance switch and fuse box. 


Power companies, for their own pro- 
tection, should encourage the use of 
Square D Multi-breakeRs by rural cus- 
tomers. Many Utilities, also, have 
found that the Square D Multi-breakeR 
is a decided sales asset in range and 
water heater campaigns. 


CALL IN A 
SQUARE D MAN 










RAINTIGHT MULTI-BREAKER for Outdoor Serv 








Wide World 


STORM DAMAGE -The Keene substation of 
Public Service Company of New Hampshire, as 
well as the gas plant, was flooded when the tropi- 
cal hurricane swept up the eastern seaboard last 
week, leaving in its wake a wreckage which is 
estimated in the millions of dollars. Utility crews 
worked on a 24-hour basis to restore service to 


stricken communities 
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LIGHTS OUT—When the wind and falling trees 
tore out the street light and trolley feeders Wor- 
cester, Mass. electric service was disrupted until 


lines were repaired 


LINES OUT—The terrific force of the gale blew 
down trees to block highways and tear down 
power lines in Arlington, Mass., where Boston 


Edison line crews were kept busy restoring service 


FELLED—Truck crews rushed to 
replace this fallen distribution 
transformer which went out of 
service on Mt. Vernon Street. 


Winchester, Mass. 


EMERGENCY REPAIRS— Boston E 
crew to Brookline to repair this im 


the storm disrupted electri 





Boston Edison rushed this 
air this important line when 
ited electric service 
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HIGH WATER —A huge wave 
whipped by the high wind sud- 
denly flooded the Hell Gate 
plant of Consolidated Edison 
in New York and the water 
rose to the point shown by the 
arrow, drowning out boilers 
and auxiliary equipment. Crews 
are shown removing equipment, 
cleaning and reconditioning it 
for service. Left Cleaning 
truck switches on the 2,300-volt 


bus at the station 


POWER LINE — Effects of the 
hurricane on a New England 
Power Association system 110- 
kv. line near Worcester, Mass. 
Towers were twisted and lines 
blown off as service was dis- 
rupted over a wide area. Crews 
were dispatched to restore 


service to stricken communities 





HE automobile manufacturer finds out 
how his car will stand up in service by 
mitting it to every sort of practical test 
his proving ground. Similarly, we, too, 
‘e our ‘proving grounds,”’ where cables 
tested for indoor, underground or out- 
yr service. 
The principal one is at the Hastings-on- 
idson mill. Here Anaconda products un- 
‘go intensive abuse of many kinds. From 
iat we learn during these tests, we are 
le to build superior quality into Anaconda 
sles. Such quality as to make them stand 
» longer in service. 
In the larger photograph, cables are un- 
‘going high voltage tests of long dura- 
on. In the smaller photograph is shown 
1 experimental test pole where various 
pes of service condition tests are con- 
acted at many times normal voltage. Such 
‘oving-ground tests impose conditions far 
ore severe than those of actual service, 
id reveal what usage an insulation will stand 


id how it can be improved. 


Put your problem up to 
Anaconda engineers 


Vhen you have an installation problem, 
ut it up to Anaconda engineers; it may be 
vat Anaconda research can help speed the an- 
wer. Your day-to-day requirements will also 


ceive prompt and careful attention. sass 
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Above. Lengths of Anaconaa cables undergoing high volt- 
age tests at the Hastings-on-Hudson ‘‘proving ground.”’ 


At left. View of experimental test pole in yard at the Hastings- 
on-Hudson mill. Here various types of service condition tests 
are conducted at many times normal voltage. (Experimental 
vertical riser tower in background.) 
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| Storms Reduce Energy Output 


| Rising trend is interrupted, but 
production exceeds 1937 
in two major regions 


Production of electricity by the elec- 
tric light and power industry during the 
week ended September 24, as tentatively 
announced by the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute, amounted to 2,146,562,000 kw.-hr., 
or 5.3 per cent less than in the corre- 
sponding week a year ago. Final fig- 

lures will presumably depend on re- 

turns showing the effects of interrup- 
| tions to service caused by hurricane 
| and floods in the Eastern states, es- 
| pecially in New England. 

The preliminary announcement shows 
| a total about equal to that of the week 
before Labor Day, 3.1 per cent less 
than in the week of September 17 and 
1.1 per cent less than in the like week 
of 1936. Meanwhile, however, and for 
the first time in 1938, two regions—the 
Middle Atlantic and the Pacific—have 
risen well above last year’s level. 

In the Central Industrial the ap- 
proach to 1937, while showing a slight 
recession from the preceding week, was 
mearer than at any other time since 
January. In the Rocky Mountain area 
the lag continues near 20 per cent. 


| Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1938 1937 1936 


4.2,147* Sept. 25..2,266 Sept. 19..2,17) 
7.2,215 Sept. 18..2,281 Sept. 12..2,029 
0.2,048 Sept.11..2,154 Sept. 5..2,099 
3.2,149 Sept. 4..2,321 Aug. 29..2,136 
27.2,134 Aug. 28..2,295 Aug. 22..2,126 
20.2,139 Aug. 21..2,304 Aug. 15..2,094 


Sept. 
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City Light to Offer 
$1,000,000 Issue 


Plans for the issuance and sale of 
$1,000,000 of Seattle City Light bonds 
to carry on the department’s $7,956,000 
construction program have been an- 
nounced by J. D. Ross, superintend- 

, ent. Of the $1,000,000 it is planned 
to raise through the sale, $588,000 will 
be used to complete the amount of 
City Light funds required to make 
available the $3,000,000 grant of the 
PWA for the Skagit construction pro- 
gram and the remainder will be appro- 
priated for extension of service within 
the city and other construction work 
of the light department. 

_ The $7,956,000 construction program 
includes the building of the first unit of 
the Ruby Dam at the Skagit, now 
under way; an additional transmission 
line from Diablo at the Skagit to City 
Light’s south substation, and the sub- 
station building with equipment. City 
Light was required to provide a total 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 








——_——————-"——__—————— 

Region Sept. 24 Sept. 17 Sept. 10 
New England....... t — 1.8 — 2.8 
Middle Atlantic. .... +36 +16 — 2.4 
Central Industrial... — 9.6 — 8.1 — 9.9 
West Central....... —-43 -—-3.0 — 9.3 
Southern States..... —- 5.8 -—-1.1 — 2.0 
Rocky Mountain.... —18.6 —19.6  —18.7 
WO kawhe ee Gia ee +1.3 -—-0.1 -— 0.5 

United States... — 5.3% — 2.9 — 4.9 


* Preliminary + Not available 





of $4,956,000 toward the program and 
$3,924,000 has already been provided 
from a bond sale. 


Court Upholds Utility 


Federal Judge Harry Hollzer con- 
firmed the finding of a special master 
in which the Imperial Irrigation Dis- 
trict, southern California, was denied 
an injunction restraining the Nevada- 
California Electric Corporation from 
crossing its ditches and right-of-way 
with overhead lines. The court also 
ruled that the Imperial District must 
not interfere with the utility’s con- 
struction of power lines over county 
highways. 

« 


Output Continues to Rise 


Reports made to the British Elec- 
tricity Commission show that 1,679,- 
000,000 units of electricity were gene- 
rated in August by authorized under- 
takers in Great Britain. This compares 





with the revised figure of 1,529,000,000 
units in the corresponding month of 
1937, an increase of 9.8 per cent. Dur- 
ing the first eight months of 1938 the 
total of electricity generated was 15,- 
288,000,000 units, which compares with 
the revised figure of 14,340,000,000 
units for the corresponding period of 
1937, an increase of 6.6 per cent. 
. 


Hoffman Out of TVA 


Dismissal of Charles E. Hoffman, as- 
sistant secretary of the Tennessee Val- 
ley Authority board, was announced 
last week by John B. Blandford, Jr., 
general manager, who did not explain 
the dismissal. In the recent congres- 
sional investigation Mr. Hoffman testi- 
fied that TVA minutes were altered after 
meetings at the suggestion of Director 
Lilienthal. 

. 


Philadelphia Utility Makes 
Change in Chairmanship 


At a meeting of the directors of the 
Philadelphia Electric Company this 
week, John E. Zimmermann resigned as 
chairman of the board and was suc- 
ceeded by William H. Taylor, president 
of the company. . Mr. Zimmermann will 
continue as chairman of the executive 
committee. Horace P. Liversidge, vice- 
president and general manager, was 
elected president to succeed Mr. Taylor. 

+ 


Illinois Energy Sales Drop 


Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by eleven large electric utilities 
in Illinois amounted to 566,701,716 kw.- 
hr. in August, 1938, as compared with 
606,270,742 kw.-hr. for the correspond- 
ing month of the previous year. This 
is a 6.5 per cent decrease in sales. 

* 


Charges Lamp Infringements 


Mitchell Manufacturing Company, 
Chicago, has filed an equity suit in the 
federal court charging the Beacon 
Manufacturing Company, Cleveland, 
with infringements of its patents on 
“Spot-Ray” bed lamps. 

* 


Wisconsin Open House 


The Wisconsin Gas & Electric Com- 
pany held open house three days last 
week, with guides conducting hundreds 
of visitors through all sections of the 
new local salesroom and divisional 
offices, general offices, power plant, gas 
plant and service building. All of the 
offices of the utility have been assem- 
bled within the space of two city blocks, 
permitting greater convenience and 
simplifying company operations, ac- 
cording to R. E. Moody, utility vice- 
president. 
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Northern Indiana Utility 
Elects Mitchell President 


Dean Mitchell was elected president 
of the Northern Indiana Public Service 
Company, Hammond, at a special meet- 
ing of the board of directors of the com- 
pany last week. He succeeds the late 
John N. Shannahan. Mr. Mitchell has 
familiarized himself with all phases of 
utility operation, from the financial field 
to the field of operations. His judgment 
as an operating executive is widely re- 
spected throughout the industry. 

In 1924 he became assistant auditor 
of the Calumet Gas & Electric Company, 
one of the properties absorbed in the 


Dean Mitchell 


present utility system which he heads. 
He was made vice-president and general 
manager four years ago after a rapid 
business advancement. 

Mr. Mitchell is now chairman of the 
accounting section of the American Gas 
Association and president of the In- 
diana Gas Association. He is a director 
in the national organization and also 
has been a director in the Indiana Elec- 
tric Association. 

Acting on Mr. Mitchell’s recommenda- 
tion, the board of directors of Northern 
Indiana Public Service also named two 
new vice-presidents, both of them 
Hoosier-born graduates of Purdue Uni- 
versity, whose only jobs since gradua- 
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ABOUT PEOPLE 


D, L. Bement 


tion about fourteen years ago have been 
with the company of which they now 
become officers. The vice-presidents are 
David L. Bement, who has been general 
electric superintendent, and E. D. An- 
derson, who has been service manager. 
Both became associated with the com- 
pany as cadet engineers when they left 
Purdue. 

In announcing their election, Mr. 
Mitchell said: “These men, elected vice- 
presidents because of their outstanding 
success in their respective fields, have 
been promoted in line with our policy 


E. D. Anderson 


of recognizing merit within the com- 
pany. Their election to vice-presiden- 
cies emphasizes the high proportion of 
key men born and educated in Indiana, 
and who started their business careers 
with this company.” 

At the same meeting directors con- 
firmed the naming of Walter A. Me. 
Donough as comptroller of the company 
and Fred E. Thacker as secretary- 
treasurer. Both have been filling these 
positions for several months. 


> WitwiaM L. Bart, president of S.KF. 
Industries, Inc., of Philadelphia, was 
elected president of the International 
Commission on Scientific Management 
at the seventh International Manage- 
ment Congress, held recently in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


> H. S. Beacte has recently joined the 
staff of the Miller Company, Meriden, 
Conn. Mr. Beagle, who for the past 
two years has been sales manager of 
the Railley Corporation in Cleveland, 
will engage in field survey work for the 
Miller Company in connection with its 
sales and merchandising divisions. Prior 
to becoming associated with the Railley 
Corporation, Mr. Beagle spent three 
years with the General Electric Com- 
pany at Schenectady and Lynn on com- 
mercial inquiry and quotation and 
special field work. From there he went 
to the New York Power & Light Cor- 
poration in 1927 as manager of the light- 
ing sales department. 


> Joun W. Littte has resigned as 
assistant treasurer of the Long Island 
Lighting Company and treasurer of its 
affiliated companies, the Kings County 
Lighting Company and the Queens 
Borough Gas & Electric Company, and 
as a director of the Queens company. 
Mr. Little entered the employ of the 
Long Island Lighting Company in 1915 
and, with the exception of about two 
years, when he served as an officer 0 
the A.E.F., has held various executive 
positions with the company and its 
affiliated ‘companies. Mr. Little’s place 
as treasurer of the Queens Borough 
Gas & Electric Company will be occu 
pied by Robert G. Olmstead. Gen. 
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Charles G. Blakeslee, counsel for the 
Queens company, has been elected a 
director to fill the vacancy. 


c. A. Stevens Sales Manager 
Electric of Publie Service 


Charles A. Stevens, formerly general 
refrigeration sales representative, elec- 
tric, of the Public Service Electric & 
Gas Company, Newark, N. J., has been 
appointed sales manager, electric, suc- 


ceeding the late John L. Farrell. Mr. 





Stevens has been with Public Service 17 
years. 

Upon completion of the company’s 
commercial cadet training course, Mr. 
Stevens was assigned to electric refrig- 
eration sales work and in 1924 he 
was promoted to general refrigeration 
sales representative, electric. He is a 
graduate of New York University. 

Donatp K. Wricut has been ap- 
pointed general refrigeration sales 
representative, electric, succeeding Mr. 
Stevens. Mr. Wright also started with 
Public Service in the commercial cadet 
training course in 1927. He was ap- 
pointed industrial representative in 
1930. He is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania. 

Wimer D. Retyea has been named 
industrial representative, electric and 
gas, succeeding Mr. Wright. Mr. Rel- 
yea entered the employ of Public Serv- 
ice in 1928, following graduation from 
Stevens Institute of Technology. Upon 
completing a cadet training course he 
was made industrial fuel representative 
in the Newark district. 


> Joun R. Gray has been named mana- 
ger of the Four Wheel Drive Auto 
Company’s Milwaukee factery. For 
a short time he covered the State of 
Wisconsin for the company with head- 
quarters at Madison. In 1930 he was 
appointed manager of the branch at 
arrisburg, Pa., from which position 
¢ has been transferred to Milwaukee. 
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James A. Cranston Honored 
at Pacific Coast Gathering 


James A. Cranston, retired commer- 
cial vice-president of the General Elec- 
tric Company, was awarded an honorary 
life membership in the San Francisco 
Electrical Development League at a 
luncheon meeting on September 19 at 
the Palace Hotel, San Francisco, which 
was attended by leaders of the industry 
from all sections of the country. But 
three times previously in a half century 
has this award been made. 

A letter from Owen D. Young, chair- 
man of General Electric’s board of di- 
rectors, contained this sentence, which 
well described the spirit motivating the 
occasion: “In these days when so many 
meetings are held to save the industry 
and to save our country, it is heartening, 
on rare occasions, to honor men who 
made the industry and so help make the 
country.” 

Chairman for the event, P. M. Down- 
ing, vice-president and general manager 
of Pacific Gas & Electric Company, in- 
troduced O. B. Coldwell, vice-president 
and general manager of Portland Gen- 
eral Electric Company, who was the 
speaker. Mr. Coldwell characterized 
Mr. Cranston’s career as synonomous 
with the history of electrifying the 
Pacific Slope. 

Mr. Cranston’s service to the industry 
covers a 49-year period of pioneer de- 
velopment. Born in Ontario in 1862, he 
first entered the electric field in 1889, 
when he joined the Northwest Electric 
Construction Company at St. Paul. He 
was, perhaps, the first to realize the 





possibilities of mine electrification in 
Montana and eastern Washington. From 
1919 to 1923 he was General Electric’s 
Pacific Northwest manager, moving 
from Portland to San Francisco upon 
becoming vice-president. 

Among honor guests were James H. 
McGraw, founder of the McGraw-Hill 
Publishing Company; James B. Black, 


president Pacific Gas & Electric Com- 
pany; James Henderson, president Hilo 
Electric Company, Hawaii; R. W. Turn- 
bull, vice-president and general man- 
ager Edison G. E. Appliance Company, 
Chicago, and R. E. Fisher, vice-president 
of Pacific Gas & Electric Company. 


> W. Hynes Pitner, for a number of 
years engaged in public utility cor- 
porate, operating and financial organ- 
ization, has joined the staff of Central 
Service Corporation of Chicago as a 
vice-president. He has served in vari- 
ous executive capacities in public util- 
ity companies, including the presidency 
of Southwestern Natural Gas Company, 
vice-presidency of Oklahoma Natural 
Gas Corporation and Peoples Light & 
Power Company. His duties with Cen- 
tral Service Corporation will be prin- 
cipally in connection with corporate 
organization and financial matters. 


OBITUARY 


> Bric.-Gen. Eucene J. SPENCER, con- 
sulting engineer and formerly secre- 
tary-manager of the St. Louis Electrical 
Board of Trade, died September 22 at 
the United States Veterans’ Hospital at 
Jefferson Barracks, in his eightieth 
year. A graduate of the U. S. Military 
Academy at West Point, General Spen- 
cer had a distinguished military career. 
He was decorated with the French Le- 
gion of Honor cross by Marshall 
Petain in 1919 and later he received 
the Distinguished Service Medal of the 
United States. He did some important 
research work for the old Thomson- 
Houston Electric Company and many 
years ago undertook considerable high- 
tension underground work for light and 
power companies in the Central West. 
As secretary-manager of the St. Louis 
Electrical Board of Trade he was ac- 
tive in the movement for codification 
and perfecting of the city’s electrical 
code. He resigned from the St. Louis 
Board in 1923 to become vice-president 
and general manager of the Brown & 
Hall Supply Company, St. Louis. 


> Epwin P. Taytor, manager of the 
Belmont, Mass., municipal lighting 
department for the past 38 years, died 
at his home in that town September 20, 
from a heart attack. He had been in 
poor health since April. Mr. Taylor, 
one of the best known operators in the 
public plant field in the northeast, was 
born in New Bedford, Mass., in 1864, 
and was a member of the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology class of 
1886. In his earlier career he was 
active in fire alarm signaling and for 
a time was on the engineering staff of 
the Boston Electric Light Company, 
predecessor of the present Boston 
Edison Company. 
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Orders Boulder Dam 
Line Work to Begin 


Orders have been issued to proceed 
with construction of the 287,000-volt 
transmission line from Boulder Dam to 
Los Angeles following the negotiation 
of a contract for additional power by 
Harold L. Ickes, Secretary of the In- 
terior, and E. F. Scattergood, chief 
electrical engineer and general man- 
ager of the Los Angeles power bureau. 

General Cable Company, which is to 
supply the spiraled tongue-and-groove 
copper “tube,” expects to start deliv- 
eries of the cable next month and will 
be completed during next year. About 
6,420,000 lb. of completed cable cost- 
ing $1,222,274 will be used on the job. 
Total cost of the entire project may 
reach $10,000,000. 

Two shifts daily will be employed 
in the Los Angeles plant of General 
Cable to manufacture the conductor. It 
is estimated that 844,000 man-hours 
will be represented by the completed 
cable. This total of additional work 
does not include construction of the 
line. 

The new line will duplicate the ex- 
isting one and will supplement existing 
deliveries from Boulder Dam of elec- 
tric energy by 150,000 kw., an increase 
of 50 per cent. 


Plan Light Program 
Show in Key Cities 


A comprehensive lighting sales pro- 
gram has been formulated by General 
Electric Supply Corporation—a _sus- 
tained activity designed to render a 
super service to customers and pros- 
pects in the commercial, industrial and 
utility fields—will be launched in the 
near future. 


The G-E Supply Corporation light- 


conditioning program brings together 
for .the first time in the company’s 
history all of its facilities and three 
leading equipment suppliers. 

An outstanding feature of the co- 
operative program will be five traveling 


18 (954) 


shows with performances to be staged 
in 75 key cities in October and at 300 
trade and consumer meetings through- 
out the country during the following 
six months. Co-authors of the program 
include W. W. Booth, manager of light- 
ing sales; A. C. Prange, manager of 
supply sales, and Ray G. Worsley, 
manager of lamp sales. 


Electric Range Program 


Electromaster, Inc., has launched a 
new electric range program promoting 
electric cooking. Promotional ma- 
terial is available to aid salesmen in 
the new drive. 
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TIME CAPSULE—A. W. Robertson, 
chairman of Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, left, with 
Grover A. Whalen, president of New 
York World’s Fair, lowering the time 
capsule at ceremonies last week 











AND MARKETS 





Westinghouse Lowers 


Time Capsule at Fair 


With the declaration “May this Time 
Capsule sleep well. When it is awak- 
ened 5,000 years from now, may its 
contents be found a suitable gift to 
our far-off descendants,” A. W. Rob- 
ertson, chairman of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company, 
last week gave the signal to lower the 
burnished “cupaloy” capsule 50 ft. into 
the ground at the New York World’s 
Fair site of the Westinghouse Building, 
a model of which was afterward un- 
veiled. 

During the fair the capsule may be 
viewed through a periscope and a rep- 
lica will be inside the Westinghouse 
Building when the fair is over, pitch 
and concrete will be poured down the 
well, the retaining wall will be removed 
and the capsule left for discovery by 
future archeologists. 

At a luncheon following the cere- 
mony David S. Youngholm, Westing- 
house vice-president and World’s Fair 
chairman, unveiled a 10-ft. model of 
the company’s horseshoe-shaped build- 
ing. The-ends of the building will 
terminate in twin glass-inclosed halls, 
each 55 ft. high and 4,500 sq.ft. in 
area. One of the halls will be desig: 
nated the Hall of Electrical Power, the 
other is to be called the Hall of Elec- 
trical Living. 


Refrigerator Sales 
in August Increase 


Domestic sales of electric household 
refrigerators during the month of Au- 
gust totaled 86,729 units, compared 
with 82,825 units in July and 112,112 
units in August, 1937, according to 4 
report issued by the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association, based on 
returns from seventeen companies. For 
the eight-month period ended August 
31 domestic sales amounted to 1,027,236 
units, compared with 1,877,975 units 
for the similar period of 1937. 

World sales in August totaled 100, 
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144 units, compared with 95,154 units 
in July and 126,028 units in August, 
1937. For the eight-month period 
ended August 31 world sales amounted 
to 1,149,821 units, compared with 2,- 
028.770 for the similar period of 1937. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently made the following ap- 
pointments to their sales staffs: 

Thomson-Gibb Electric Welding Com- 
pany, Lynn, Mass., has announced that 
William H. Gibb of the Thomson-Gibb 
Company has established offices at 101 
North 33d Street, Philadelphia, from which 
he will serve the Philadelphia territory, 
which includes eastern Pennsylvania, south- 
ern New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland and 
Virginia. 

Condon & Young, Inc., Los Angeles, 
Calif., have recently taken over the southern 
California-Arizona territory for U. S. Rub- 
ber Products, Inc., electrical wires and 
cables. 

Russell W. Metzner has been appointed 
district manager at Chicago of the Ken- 
Rad lamp division of the Ken-Rad Tube 
& Lamp Corporation, Owensboro, Ky., with 


ofices and warehouse at 2400 Sheffield Ave- 
nue, Chicago. 

Beaver Pipe Tools, Inc., announces the 
appointment of Avery Phillis as district 
manager of the mid-western sales territory 
with headquarters in Chicago. Mr. Phillis 
succeeds W. S. Andrews, who has resigned 
to accept a position with the Equitable 
Meter Company, Pittsburgh, with which 
organization he was formerly associated. 


Advertisers Announce 
Awards for Campaigns 


Awards of the National Industrial 
Advertisers Association for outstanding 
advertising campaigns have been an- 
nounced. An advertising executives’ 
jury selected the following companies 
for first prizes: General Electric Com- 
pany, Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Company, James P. Kearney 
Corporation, Crane Company, United 
States Steel Corporation and Cales 
Chemical Company. 

Selections by a laymen’s jury were 
as follows: Lapp Insulator Company, 
H. K. Ferguson Company. Republic 
Steel Company, Glidden Company, 
Louis Allis Company and United 
States Steel Corporation. 





New York Metal Prices 


Sept. 20, 1938 Sept. 28, 1938 


Cents per Cents per 
os Pound Pound 
electrolytic.... 10.375* 10.375? 
land Ar, 8.&R.price. 5.10 5.10 
Namony owekvaebeces 11.25 11. 25 
mekel DN ais Soc ss 35.00 35.00 
Th Bs vaneeneaes 5.35 5.35 
i BOO, eee sg 43.625 44.125 
‘uminum,99 pereent. 20.00 .00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Destruction of electrical equipment in the New England and New York districts 
during the recent hurricane resulted in heavy buying of line material. While 
inquiries for other electrical goods are being received, orders have fallen back. 
Lighting supplies are active; merchandise sales encouraging. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Heavy destruction of electrical equipment 
in this district from the hurricane during 
the past week resulted in an almost un- 
precedented buying of large volumes of line 
materials. One large utility placed orders 
for 5,000 poles; crossarms, guy wire and 
line hardware stocks were depleted, accord- 
ing to one distributor. About 40 carloads 
of line materials were immediately required 
in the repair of telephone systems, includ- 
ing approximately 25,000 miles of wire and 
25,000 poles. Continued buying is antici- 
pated for some time to meet current repairs, 
and, in addition, to provide for possible 
severe winter conditions. 

Rockland (N. Y.) Light & Power Com- 
pany has purchased through Boston a 
10,800-hp. vertical type waterwheel with 
cylinder gates from S. Morgan Smith Com- 
pany; a 7,500-kva. Allis-Chalmers three- 
phase transformer, and General Electric 
switching equipment for the new Swinging 
Bridge No. 2 development on the Mongaup 
River. A new switching station at Gilman, 
N. H., with carrier equipment control from 
the Comerford plant, 16 miles distant, has 
been constructed by the New England 
Power Service Company. It is equipped 
to handle the connection between the Public 
Service Company of New Hampshire and 
the New England Power Association Sys- 
tem. 

The Treasury Department, through the 
procurement division in this area, is plan- 
ning to buy 25 lighting units for highways 
and is also in the market for about 5,000 ft. 
3\4-in. diameter fiber conduit. A new 300- 
kw. turbo-generator will soon be purchased 
for the Medford Hospital, State of Massa- 
chusetts. Wiring contracts are showing 
gains. One wiring contract for $73,064 was 
recently awarded by the Fairfield Hospital, 
Conn. Merchandise sales for the current 
month are encouraging. 


NEW YORK 


Storm damage in this area was severe, 
necessitating rush shipments of line mate- 
rial and wire for replacements. Utilities 
did an excellent job of restoring service in 
the stricken areas, with all man-power and 
facilities pressed into service. A great deal 
of permanent work is to be done after emer- 
gency service is fully restored. 

While activity was stimulated by storm 
damage, many business firms were handi- 
capped by the strike of truck drivers, which 
tied up shipments. Retail trade has been 
retarded by weather conditions. 

Preliminary orders for holiday lamps 
placed in the wholesale market were 8 to 
10 per cent smaller in volume than a year 
ago. However, manufacturers were cheered 
by the number of medium and better priced 
lamps included in the orders. New lighting 
sales programs are being launched by util- 
ities and retail outlets. 

The war talks continue to keep business 
in an uneasy state of mind. A slowing 
down of recovery is being seen in some 
lines. 

James H. Manning, president of Ulen & 
Company, declares that if utilities are to 
make the replacements of and additions to 


their generating. equipment over the next 
ten years which they should, their orders 
would be sufficient to absorb the current 
capacity of the three major manufacturers 
of turbine-generators for fifteen years. 


CHICAGO 


After increasing steadily for the past 
eight or ten weeks, orders for electrical 
equipment leveled off somewht last week. In- 
quiries are being received in good volume, 
but orders have fallen behind the recent 
pace. With industrial improvement slow 
to materialize, electrical manufacturers find 
sales rather disappointing. Although con- 
siderable progress has been made, senti- 
ment is not quite so optimistic as it was a 
month ago. 

One bright spot is the continued expan- 
sion of power output, which last week in- 
creased to within 2 per cent of last year’s 
level. Appliance sales were steady, but 
did not lessen the decrease from last year. 
Wire and pole line equipment were up 
slightly as rural line extensions continue 
at a good pace. Small motors and trans- 
formers are moving in fair volume. Pro- 
duction of heavy machinery is slow and 
range installations have decreased slightly. 

Electrical contractors report business 
very dull. Residential building is holding 
up well, while industrial construction shows 
a sharp drop. Retail trade slumped under 
the preceding week, averaging approxi- 
mately 19 per cent below the corresponding 
week a year ago. Production in the steel 
mills increased further, with indications 
of still greater output as the auto manu- 
facturers get into production. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Increasing prices have stimulated elec- 
trical business in certain lines and districts, 
especially in the extreme Southwest and 
Northwest. Though buying is still irregular 
in the Bay Area, San Francisco, which is 
in the grip of a three-week retail clerk 
strike, is suffering through inability to make 
department store deliveries. 

New privately owned construction is lim- 
ited to a few small theaters and miscel- 
laneous minor contracts for the San Fran- 
cisco Fair, which is nearly 90 per cent 
completed. New PWA applications from 
California, Arizona, Nevada and Utah total 
$183,000,000, of which 80 per cent are 
from California and must be drastically 
cut to fit into the national program. Public 
building largely covers schools, which are 
favored in the PWA dockets. 

Power company purchasing is featured 
by bids of $914,218 for 1,353 steel towers 
for Bonneville-Grand Coulee tie-in; $236,- 
332 for 358 from Bonneville to Vancouver, 
Wash.; a $143,173 award for a 93-mile cop- 
per transmission system in Clark County, 
Nev.; a 66-mile projected line in Lewis 
County, Wash.; and ten carloads of weather- 
proof wire, mostly sizes 8 and 4, for Los 
Angeles. The low Aluminum bid for the 
230-kva. Bonneville-Grand Coulee tie-in to- 
taled $114,907; the low copper bid was 
$137,371. Railroad purchasing is very small 
and industrial buying generally is very 
disappointing. 
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Securities’ Decline Continues 


TRENDS OF 
CTRIC UTILITY 
SECURITIES 
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Electric power and light stocks and bonds continued their downward movement the 
past week, with the “Electrical World” stock index losing 1.2 point to 24.6; index 
a year ago, 29.7. The “Electrical World” bond index was off 0.6 point to 100.4 





Commission Inquiry Set 
on Utility’s Accounts 


A proceeding has been instituted by 
the New York Public Service Commis- 
sion for the purpose of inquiring into 
the methods of accounting and the ac- 
counts, books, records, documents and 
other papers of the Paul Smith’s Elec- 
tric Light & Power & Railroad Com- 
pany, which serves electricity in Paul 
Smiths, Franklin County. 

The investigation is to determine 
whether particular outlays and receipts 
have been entered, charged or credited 
to property accounts by the company 
and to determine the original cost of 
the property employed by the company 
in rendering service to the public and 
the amount of depreciation accrued on 
such property. Hearing will be held in 
Syracuse on Ootober 3. 


Plans $4,240,000 Issue 


Brooklyn Edison Company has filed 
with the New York Public Service 
Commission a petition seeking approval 
of issuance of $4,240,000 of its con- 
solidated mortgage bonds to refund a 
similar amount of first consolidated 
4 per cent gold bonds of the Edison 
Electric Illuminating Company of 
Brooklyn, which mature January 1, 
1939. 

» 


Cut in Capital Effective 


Declaration filed by Cincinnati Gas 
& Electric Company, covering reduc- 
tion of capital represented by common 
stock from $30,000,000 to $7,500,000 
has been made effective by the SEC. 
The $22,500,000 difference created by 
the reduction will be credited to 
“special capital surplus” account 
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against which there may be charged in 
the future any items in property, plant 
and equipment accounts found to be 
improper. 


Hopson to Be at Hearing 


Counsel for Howard C. Hopson has 
notified the SEC that Mr. Hopson 
would appear as a witness in its hear- 
ing to determine whether the Utilities 
Employees Securities Company is a 
special investment company for selling 
securities of the Associated Gas & 
Electric Company to employees. 


® 
Iowa Utility in Merger 


Iowa Power & Light Company has 
absorbed the Des Moines Gas Com- 
pany, according to C. A. Leland, presi- 
dent. Stockholders of the gas com- 
pany voted to dissolve the company and 
transfer its properties. Since 1928 
Iowa Power & Light, Des Moines Gas 
and Des Moines Electric Light Com- 
pany have been operated as one unit 
with the same headquarters. 


Reliance Reduces Dividend 


Reliance Electric & Engineering Com- 
pany has declared a 1244-cent dividend 
on the common stock, or half the 
amount paid on June 25. 


a 
Capital Change Approved 


A declaration filed by the Southern 
Colorado Power Company, a subsidiary 
of the Standard Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, regarding the reduction of the 
amount of capital represented by its 
class B common stock from $4,590,000 









to $750,000 and the effecting of certain 
transfers in the accounts of the company 
has been approved by the SEC. 


Two Wisconsin Units 
to Be Consolidated 


Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light 
Company has made application to the 
SEC for authority to acquire Wisconsin 
Electric Power Company, the owner of 
Lakeside power plant now operated by 
the former company under a long-term 
lease. The consolidated company will 
take the name Wisconsin Electric Power 
Company. 

The application seeks authority to 
issue $55,000,000 of bonds and $14. 
500,000 of ten-year serial notes with 
which to refund present indebtedness 
against the properties of the two com- 
panies. Authority is also sought to 
issue $7,517,600 additional preferred 
stock of the company and to deliver 
such stock together with $1,702,800 of 
preferred stock heretofore reacquired 
and held in the treasury in exchange 
for the entire outstanding stock of Wis- 
consin Electric Power Company which 
is at present owned by North American 
Edison Company. 

In order to improve the salability of 
the new bonds and notes, they will be 
issued primarily against the electric 
utility property of the consolidated com- 
pany. The transportation utility prop- 
erty will be placed in a subsidiary com- 
pany, the securities of which will con- 
sist of $10,000,000 of 4 per cent bonds 
and $25,000,000 of capital stock, all of 
which will be owned by the consolidated 
company. The transportation business 
will be operated under the name the 
Milwaukee Electric Railway Company. 

The purpose of refinancing is to save 
interest on the funded debt. This saving 
will be devoted toward meeting the 
maturities of the serial notes, thereby 
reducing the debt and placing the com- 
pany in a better position to meet future 
requirements for the expanding needs 
of the communities which it served. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 





Net Income 


1938 1937 
*Public Service of N 
and subs. ......... F550 434,383 $25,554,695 
*Blackstone Valley G. 


ree ere 749,479 1,147,110 
*Northern Indiana Pub. eal 
WE ee Nea uanek as 1,891,856 2,155,636 
*Central Maine Pwr... 1,650,117 1,867,658 
*Public Service of N. H. 1,195,252 1,253,216 
*Tampa Electric ..... 1.504.397 1,440,174 
*Eastern Utilities Assoc. 1,385,102 1,882,513 
*Louisville G. & E. A 
(Del.) and subs.... 1,377,439 1,551,519 
+Northern States Pwr. on 048 
(Minn.) and subs... 6,336,803  6,251,04 


Mountain States Pwr. 456,863 274,008 
+Nevada-California Elec. 531,883 753.2 


*Twelve months ended August 31. 
+Twelve months ended July 31. 
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Rertector Lamp—Lamp and reflector 
are combined in the “Extralite,” offered 
by Emanuel Teitz & Company, 1775 Broad- 
way, New York, N. wey. SOE commercial 
and industrial application. Designed 
specifically for use where concentrated light 
on a given area is wanted, the lamps make 
use of an inside silvered reflecting surface 
and have an outside frosted bulb. Forced 
life tests on the lamps indicate an average 
burning life of 1,800 hours, with an 
efficiency at that time, in lumens per watt, 
of 91.3 per cent. Distribution curves for 
the 200-watt size show that it will deliver 
about 835 candlepower directly below the 
lamp. The mushroom-shaped lamps, which 
are of Belgian make, are offered in 10- 
to 500-watt sizes, 120 volts. 


PHOTOMETER — Increased sensitivity is 
claimed for the “Photrix” photometers by 
reason of the photo-electric element used. 
This consists of an iron disk carrying a 
light sensitive deposit covered by two 
metallic layers thin enough to be trans- 
parent to light. The photometer consists 
of a gold-wire suspension galvanometer and 
a photo-electric element, which is connected 
to the instrument by a length of flexible 
cable. A four-point switch operates a 
series of shunt resistances to give these 
ranges, on the standard model: 0-2.5, 0-10, 
0-50 and 0-250 foot-candles. Dr. F. Loewen- 
berg, 10 East 40th Street, New York, N. Y., 
is a distributor of the new light meter. 


Etectric Insect KittEr—Newest device 
in the insect-extermination field is “Leray,” 
which makes use of the penetrating sections 
of an infra-red ray generated by a specially 
designed light bulh and filament and plugs 
into the ordinary light socket, a.c. or d.c. 
Shown in use on a dog, the new device is 
also suggested for insect-killing use by 
gardeners, laundries, dairies, farms and 
homes. It is manufactured by Leray 
oo 230 Park Avenue, New York, 


Circurr Tester—“Tattelite” pocket-size 
tester uses the glow of a neon bulb to 
indicate live or open circuits, blown fuses, 
defective condensers and resistors, to tell 
whether current is a.c. or d.c., and to 
indicate grounded lines. The bulb, said 
to glow on 1/10,000 amp., is housed in a 
plastic case with a limiting resistor in 
series for protection. The leads, one yel- 
ow and one red, end in insulated test tips. 
esigned chiefly for testing lighting and 
appliance circuits, the tester is a product 
a Littlefuse Laboratories, Inc., Chicago, 


Tamper-Resistinc Fuse—To meet the 
Tequirements of local codes which specify 
lamper-resisting protection for circuits, a 
iew tamper-resisting fuse, called “Tamres,” 
48 been announced by the appliance and 
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merchandise department of General Elec- 
tric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. Re- 
sembling an ordinary fuse plug the fuse 
becomes tamper-resisting when the adapter 


is added. Adapter is held in place at 
base of the fuse by one-way threads and 
screws into the fuseholder ahead of the 
fuse. Should the fuse be removed the 
adapter stays in the cutout, preventing 
tampering with a blown fuse. 


FLuorescent Fixtures — Recently de- 
veloped products for use with the new 
fluorescent lamps include the luminous 
tube transformers of Jefferson Electric 
Company, Bellwood, Ill., and the line of 
fluorescent lighting equipment announced 
by Day-Brite Lighting, Inc., St. Louis, 
Mo. High-tension cables are eliminated on 
the transformers (which provide the 15,000 
volts secondary current needed), electrode 
housings are recessed and connections to 
the primary are made by means of screw 
terminals. Included in the new line of 
commercial lighting fixtures is the unit 
shown, a continuous showcase fixture. This 
company also offers wallcase and cove 


lighting units, surface fixtures and reflector 
channels. 


Scuoot Licutinc Demonstrator—As 
a means for quickly and effectively demon- 
strating proper schoolroom lighting, Gen- 
eral Electric Company, Nela Park, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has developed lighting kits 
in the form of min- 
iature schoolrooms. 
Six tiny lighting fix- 
tures, representing 
semi-indirect lumin- 
aires, are suspended 
in two rows from the 
ceiling. Five light 
meters on top of the 
rear seats show these 
units deliver light 
equal to that given 
by 500-watt units in 
a full-size room. In 
the same way eight 
double ceiling units 
simulate the light 
provided on a school- 
room blackboard by 


Photometer 
























Electric Insect Killer 


Fluorescent 
Fixture 


150-watt fixtures. The inner row of ceiling 
fixtures is operated independently of the 
outer row, which is hooked into a mechan- 
ical control to turn the lights on as the 
window light falls below a safe level for 
seeing. 


PHOTOCELL—Twice the output of preced- 
ing units is claimed for two new barrier 
type photocells recently added to the line 
of G-M Laboratories, Inc., Chicago, IIl. 
Type “F2A” has a non-tarnishable metal 
case, while type “F3” has a Bakelite case. 
Both cells can be supplied with visual filters 
to give them a color response said to be 
equivalent to that of the human eye. 


Fuse Putter—Trico Fuse Manufacturing 
Company, Milwaukee, Wis., has announced 
a new line of fuse pullers for pulling and 
replacing fuses, adjusting switch and cut- 
out clips, without danger of shocks or 
burns. Of Bakelite, the puller has a 
laminated construction for added strength. 
According to the manufacturer, the device 
has been tested at 35,000 volts dry and at 
4,000 volts after 24 hours submersion in salt 
solution without moisture effects, mechani- 
cally or electrically. Two sizes handle 250- 
volt fuses from 0 to 600 amp. and 600-volt 
fuses from 0 to 400 amp. 


For Lumitine Lamps—To permit indi- 
vidual control of bracket fixtures using 
Lumiline lamps, the Bryant Electric Com- 
pany, Bridgeport, Conn., has brought out 
Lumiline lampholder end caps equipped 
with a rotary switch. Flush pilot lights 
for inter-changeable unit devices are also 
recent additions to the company’s line. 


“PackaceD KitcHens”—As its contri- 
bution toward kitchen modernization ac- 
tivity, Kitchen Planning Foundation, De- 
troit, Mich., offers “Packaged Kitchens” 
—a kitchen layout scheme to reduce the 
cost of making perspective or colored 
architectural submission drawings.  Sys- 
tem involves a miniature colored model of 
the proposed modernized kitchen to be 
presented to the prospect. 
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Nebraska City Asks Bids 
for Municipal Power Plant 


The city of Cozad, Neb., has decided 
to call for bids for erection of its own 
municipal power plant, R. E. Bannister, 
secretary of the Board of Public Works, 
has announced. Last April citizens 
voted $275,000 in bonds for the power 
plant and distribution system. Since 
that time, Mr. Bannister stated, the 
board has had several meetings with 
officials of the Western Public Service 
Company of Scottsbluff, which serves 
the city at the present time, but noth- 
ing developed. 

“Finding ourselves unable to pur- 
chase the distribution system of the 
company, and being unable to make 
satisfactory arrangements with the 
Platte Valley district for power,” said 
a statement issued by Mr. Bannister, 
“the Cozad Mayor and City Council, 
together with the Board of Public 
Works, at a joint meeting voted to ad- 
vertise for bids for the construction of 
an electric plant and distribution sys- 
tem. The cost of the project is es- 
timated at $220,000.” 


Wins in Pole Tax Dispute 


Arkansas Power & Light Company 
has been granted a permanent injunc- 
tion against the town of Bald Knob, 
Ark., which prevents the levying of 
an annual tax of $1 a pole for each 
of the company’s poles in the town 
limits. The order was by Federal Judge 
Trimble, who, several weeks prior to 
this recent decision, granted a_ tem- 
porary order. The company contended 
it was exempt from a pole tax under 
provisions of a franchise granted in 


1916. 


Plans Plant Additions 


Permission was granted last week 
by the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission to the Wellsboro Electric 
Company to make additions to its 
plant at an estimated cost of $116,545. 
The improvement will consist of a 400- 
hp. boiler, a 1,500-kw. turbo-generator, 
a condenser and necessary auxiliaries. 
The cost is to be financed by a $100.- 
000 bond mortgage on the entire prop- 
erty. 


Reports Increased Output 


San Antonio Public Service Com- 
pany has announced that during Aug- 
ust consumers used 24,860,760 kw.-hr. 
of electricity, compared to 23,511,390 
kw.-hr. during the same period in 1937, 
an increase of 54% per cent. 
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GreENwoop, S. C.—Greenwood County 
Finance Board, Greenwood, E. L. Brooks, 
chairman, plans steam-electric generating 
plant to supplement hydroelectric power 
development at Buzzard’s Roost, now under 
way. New station will be of large capacity 
and will be used to augment power supply 
from hydroelectric plant and for emergency 
service. Details are now being determined. 
Transmission lines will be built to tie in 
with system of hydroelectric station. Cost 
about $2,000,000. Financing is being ar- 
ranged through federal aid. 


Liserty, Mo.—Has plans maturing for 
new municipal electric power plant, includ- 
ing electrical distributing system and street- 
lighting system in business district. Cost 
about $300,000, of which $148,000 is being 
secured through a federal grant. W. B. 
Rollins & Company, Railway Exchange 
Building, Kansas City, Mo., are consulting 
engineers. 


LanspaLe, Pa.—Dexdale Hosiery Mills, 
Lansdale, plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, transformers and ac- 
cessories, conveyors and other equipment 
in series of new mills to be built at govern- 
ment homestead project in co-operation with 
local associations of homestead residents 
and Farm Security Administration, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Mills will be located at 
Red House, Eleanor, Putnam County, W. 
Va.; at Skyline Farms, near Scottsboro, 
Ala.; Cumberland Homesteads, near Cross- 
ville, Tenn., and at Penderlea Farms, near 
Burgaw, N. C. Each mill will be one- 
story. about 100x317 feet. with auxiliary 
buildings. Fund of $3,050,000 has been 
secured from Farm Administration for en- 
tire project and Dexdale company will 
provide about $320,000 additional. Bids 
will be asked soon. Alfred M. Marks, 541 
Wood Street, Pittsburgh, Pa., is architect. 


Bay Crry, Micu.—Has plans under way 
for new power substation on West side of 
city. Cost about $85.000, with transformers, 
switchgear and auxiliary equipment. Ayres, 
Lewis, Norris & May, Ann Arbor, Mich., 


are consulting engineers. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—Chattanooga Elec- 
tric Power Board, S. R. Finley, general 
manager, receives bids until October 11 
for underground conduit lines in business 
district, with network transformers, regu- 
lators and auxiliary equipment (Contract 
4-B) (Estimated cost about $150,000). 
Also, until October 18 for overhead dis- 
tributing lines in certain parts of city 
and street-lighting system (Contract 2-B). 


CLEvELAND, On10 — Weldrods Corpora- 
tion, recently organized subsidiary of Air 
Reduction Company, Inc.. 60 East 42d 
Street, New York, N. Y., plans installation 
of motors and controls, regulators, electric 
hoists, conveyors and other equipment in 
new welding rod and wire-manufacturing 
plant on East Forty-ninth Street, Cuyahoga 
Heights, Cleveland, where large tract of 
land has been secured. Complete plant 
will comprise several large units, to cost 


about $500,000. Initial unit, on which 
work will begin soon, will cost approxi- 
mately $160,000. New company will be 
closely associated with Wilson Welder & 
Metals Company, Inc., first noted address, 
another interest of Air Reduction Company, 
mentioned. 


Pine Biurr, ArK.—Arkansas Power & 
Light Company, Pine Bluff, plans exten. 
sions in primary and secondary lines in 
Saline and South Pulaski counties with 
substation and service facilities for rural 
distribution. Application has been made 
for permission. Company has authorized 
immediate extensions in primary and sec 
ondary lines in parts of Faulkner County, 
for expansion in rural service in that area, 


LAFAYETTE, LA.—Plans expansion and 
improvements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new elec- 
tric generating unit and auxiliary equip- 
ment. Cost close to $160,000. Financing 
is being arranged through federal aid. 
Proposed to begin work soon. 


Kansas City, Mo.—Kansas City Power 
& Light Company has approved plans for 
new indoor power substation at Forty-third 
and Myrtle Streets, to be known as Substa- 
tion J, 46x85 feet, and will begin work soon. 
Cost over $80,000, with transformers and 
other equipment. 


Hartiessurc, Miss.—Julius Kayser & 
Company. 500 Fifth Avenue, New York, 
N. Y., plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, conveyors and other 
equipment in new hosiery mill at Hatties- 
burg, where company has arranged with 
Board of Forest County Commissioners to 
construct building, to be occupied under 
long-term lease. Bond issue of $67.500 
has been approved for building. Entire 
project will cost over $250,000. 


Kettte River, Mrnn.—Carlton County 
Co-Operative Electric Association, Kettle 
River, Thomas Ross, secretary, has author- 
ized surveys and estimates of cost for 
new electric power plant for service for 
rural electric system. Financing will be 
arranged through federal aid. Banister 
Engineering Company, 1586 University 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minn., is consulting en 
gineer. 


Paota, Kan.—Has plans maturing for 
new municipal electric power plant and 
electrical distributing system. Cost about 
$240,000. Financing is being arranged 
through federal loan and grant. W. B. 
Rollins & Company, Railway Exchange 
Building, Kansas City, Mo., are consulting 
engineers. 


Tusa, OkLA.—Mid-Continent Petroleum 
Corporation, Tulsa, plans installation 
motors and controls, electric pumping m& 
chinery, switchgear, conveyors and other 
equipment in connection with expansion 
and improvements in oil refining plant a 
West Tulsa. Work is scheduled to begin 
late in October. Cost close to $1,000,000. 
Fred B. Koontz is vice-president in charge. 
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